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REVEREND SIR, 


8 you have laid a very heavy Charge 


againſt Me in your late Publications; 


you will not be ſurprized at hear- 
ing from Me in this Manner. I had, in- 
deed, determined to take no Notice of your 
unkind Treatment of Me, becauſe I was 
perſuaded the Public would plainly ſee that 
your Accuſation carried its own Anſwer 
with it. EINE. 8 


But I have heard lately, that I have 
incurr'd the Cenſure of many Perſons for 
the Crimes You accuſe Me of, and that 
My Silence in the Matter is looked upon 
as an Argument of my Guilt, —The Reſ- 


pect I owe the Publick, and the Juſtice 


due to Myſelf, have determined me to ſend 
You the following Pages, in Order to wipe 


off the black Aſperſion You have caſt upon 


Me. 


B 2 Before 


a Y . — 1 8 
* * * ” C - — ———— —— 
—— — I — — — 8 
= — = — 
— . — — — _ —ä—— IEC 
— —— — — eee — * —2 — 22 2 2 $ 
— — - i — 4 . W. 


— — 


— 2 
_ C 


- — 2 5 
— — — 1 
A 8 — 
- — — — 


— f ²o-—ↄ— ñ ́ ½TTT— ———l l] 2 rig 
— Is — — n ̃ eo 
N wy 
on 2 —— —— EE ———9——kn . 


7 
> 
b. 


* 


5 
* 2 
* A 
* FA f 
* 
* 


* 
= 
17 * 


a 
x 
L 


* 
+, 
. 


: 


= 
* 
a 
= 


ma * 
+ - 
-_ 
* * 
— 
Ay 2 + 
* 
# ＋ 2 
— 
* 
FR WK. — { 
* „ 
1 7 
£222J 
— — 


U 
— 
4 
. 
. 
1 
U 
4 


/ 


& 
Ke 
J 
* 


[ 
\ 


— 


f 
4 


39272 


REVEREND SIR, 


S you have laid a very heavy Charge 
againſt Me in your late Publications; 


you will not be ſurprized at hear- 

ing from Me in this Manner. I had, in- 

deed, determined to take no Notice of your 

unkind Treatment of Me, becauſe I was 

perſuaded the Public would plainly ſee that 

your Accuſation carried its own Anſwer 
with it. | x | 


But I have heard lately, that I have 
incurr'd the Cenſure of many Perſons for 
the Crimes You accuſe Me of, and that 
My Silence in the Matter is looked upon 
as an Argument of my Guilt, —The Reſ- 
pect I owe the Publick, and the Juſtice 


due to Myſelf, have determined me to ſend 
You the following Pages, in Order to wipe 


off the black Aſperſion You have caſt upon 
Me. | 


Before 
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- Before I. enter upon my Defence, : I 


Wir premiſe that it is not my Deſign to 


engage at all in the Diſputes, now depend- 
ing between Yourſelf and your Antagoniſts : 
Controverſy was ever my Averſion, and 
it is with Reluctance I embark in this. I 
am ſorry Your own Conduct has made 
it neceſſary for Me to place You in ſuch 


a Light, as muſt ſenſibly hurt You with 


every benevolent and humane Mind, The 


Diſpute between Us lies in a very narrow 


Compals, and my only Taſk is to prove 
my Innocence of the Charge You have 


brought againſt Me. And this, I thank 


GOD, I can very eaſily and ſafely do. 


You charge Me * with forging Mr. Hay. 


awards Letter, and then publiſhing it; firſt 
to the Congregation from the Pulpit, and 


then to the Publick from the Preſs, as an 
Epiſtle I myſelf had received from the Re- 
gions of Bliſs. A very heavy Charge this, 

* Rules for the Diſcovery of falſe Prophets, p. 9. 


Note, and Appendix, Number 2. 
Sir, 


(5) 
Sir, which ought to be well ſupported. But 
inſtead of the Proof (a Point You are un- 
| happily deficient in; not only in this, but 
in other Inſtances;) your own ſingle . | 
Aſſertion is all the Authority you produce. 
But to the Point: In grder to clear Myſelf YN 
of this Imputation ; I ſhall firſt tate the® ll 
Caſe fimply and plainly as it ſtands, and | | 
then confirm what I advance, by ſuch Au- | 
thorities, as You, Sir, muſt be convinced, bh 
are weighty and deciſive. 0 


The late Rev. Mr. Hayward was a Diſ- 
ſenting Miniſter, (well known in the City 
of London) with whom I had the Happi- 
neſs to be acquainted. Towards the Cloſe 
of his laſt Illneſs it was, (Oh! May You 
and I be as happy when the Time of our 
| Departure ſhall be at Hand !) In this aw- 
ful Seaſon it was, that He wrote the Let- 
ter which has fince made much Noiſe, 
and gave it a Friend with an Injunction 
to ſend it (but not till after His De- 
_— to Mr. Pearſon, a Linnen-Draper in 
B 3 _ 
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| Cheapfide, with whoin He had preſerved 


a very intimate Friendſhip. Accordingly, 
foon after Mr. Hayward's Deceaſe, Mr. 


Pearſon received the ſaid Letter, and was 


not a little ſurprized by the kind Artifice 


his departed Paſtor had uſed, in order to 


convey ſuch ſpiritual Advice and Comfort 
to Him. This Letter I ſaw, and pro- 
cured a Copy of, (except what contained 


Matter of Private Buſineſs,) which Copy 


agrees with that in your Pamphlet, with 
this immaterial Exception, that the Word 
Fido is inſerted in Yours and the other 
printed Copies, inſtead of Mr, Pearſon's 
Chriſtian Name which was in the Original. 
I own this Letter affected Me when I read 
it, and I thought it would not be amiſs to 
read it to my Hearers from the Pulpit, 
hoping it might animate them in the Pur- 
ſuit of that Happineſs and Comfort in a try 
ing Hour Mr. Hayward ſeemed ſo full of. 
I introduced it, therefore, in the following 
Manner. 


I took 


bs 1 
I took Occaſion to ſpeak of the great 
Supports and ſolid Comforts real Religion 
inſpires, more eſpecially againſt the Fear 
of Death ; and then told the Congregation, 
1 had an Inſtance of the Truth of the above 
Obſervation in My Hand (meaning the 
aforeſaid Copy;) I told Them, it was wrote 
by a Miniſter of my Acquamtance in the 
near and certain Proſpect of Death, and 
in ſhort, I related every Circumſtance, as I 
have mentioned above: As Numbers, who 
heard me, 'can bear Me Witneſs. I never 
gave the leaſt Hint that I received it from 
a departed Spirit, (as Jam accuſed, of do- 
ing ;) on the contrary, I told the People 
aliſtinctly and plainly, that the Miniſter 
wrote it before He died, and gave it to a 
Friend to convey it to Mr. P. after His 
Deceaſe. This, ** GOD knoweth,” is all 
I, have been guilty of as touching Mr. Hay- 
ward's Letter. And when 'tis conſidered 
how favourablea Reception Mrs. Rowe's Let- 
ters from the Dead to the Living have met 
BD. B 4 with 


1 F 
with from Perſons of all Ranks, Dr. Bree 
might, ſurely, have paſſed it by, at leaſt 
but ſlightly cenſur'd it as a pardonable 
Crime. 


You charge Me too, with printing it. 
I ſolemnly declare, I knew nothing of its 
being printed. Had I entertained the leaſt 
Expectation of it, I ſhould never have read 
the Letter from the Pulpit. I had no Hand 


directly or indirectly in the printing, I was 


only concerned in reading it. This, I 
own, and acknowledge was a very great, 
though well meant, Indiſcretion. Sz 1 
peccare 6h, fateor id quoque. But does not 
the Puniſhment exceed the Offence ? Al- 
lowing that I was guilty of a Folly and 
Indiſcretion in reading the Letter, yet 
it does by no Means amount to what You, 
Sir, have laid againſt Me. Forgery, and 
Impoſture, are the Crimes Vou charge Me 


with; and, taking my Guilt for granted, you 
pals Sentence * upon Me accordingly. How 


* Dr. Fred 8 Editiog of Mr. W/e/ley's Letter, p. 25, 
& 25. | 


greatly 


14s) 


# * 


greatly mt Dr. Free be concerned when 
He reflectz, that all This is 1 falſe 
and grouudleſs. N 


To prove that I did not forge the Let- 
ter, I refer You to the following Affidavits : 


NAI. 


AMES Pearſm, of Cheapfide, in ths 
Pariſh of St. Michael Le Querne, Lin- 
nen-Draper, maketh Oath, and faith, that 
He, this Deponent, was at Lymington, in 
the County of Southanpron, in the Month 
of Juy, 1557; and then and there, did fee 
and converſe with, the late Rev. Mr. Same 
Hayward, who was at that Time, and had 
been for a long Time before, in a very ill 
State of Health. And as this Deponent 
was coriverſing with the ſaid Samuel Hay- 
wurd, among other Things the ſaid Samuel 
Heyteard faid, if 1 ſhould die, I have left 
a Letter for You to be delivered to Vou 


after my Decenſe. And this Peponent far- 
ther 


: 1 20-3 
ther ſaith; that after the Deceaſe of the ſaid 
Mr. Hayward, which happened about three 
Weeks after the ſaid Converſation, He, this 
Deponent received a Letter by the Poſt from 
a Relation of the ſaid Mr, Hayward's, then 
at Pool, in Dorſet/hire, which incloſed ano- 
ther Letter ſigned Samuel Hayward, Which 
laſt mentioned Letter this Deponent verily 
believes to be the proper Hand-Writing of 
the ſaid Samuel Hayward; He, the faid 
Deponent, having many Times ſeen Him 
write, and correſponded with Him many 
Years before his Death; and which faid 
Letter is the ſame in Subſtance with that 
which is publiſhed in a certain late Pam- 
phlet, ſaid to be written by the Rev. Dr. 
Free, there being no other Alteration than 
in the proper Name of the Perſon to whom 
it was addreſſed. And which ſaid Letter 
the Rev. Mr. Jones is charged to have read 
in the Pulpit of St. Saviour's, Southwark. 


LONDO N. Sworn | 

Jan. 19, 1759, before me James Prarſon. 
K. LavyroOxE. 

N Uu M- 


6 
NumBER II. 
DWARD Webber, of Leadenhall-ftreef, 
in the Pariſh of St. Peter's Cornbill, 
Stationer, maketh Oath and faith, that He, 


this Deponeat, on or about the thirtieth 


of July 1757, was at the Funeral of the 
Rev. Mr. Samuel Hayward, together with 
Mr. James Pearſon, of Cheapſide, Linen- 


Draper. And this Deponent farther ſaith, 


that as He was returning from the ſaid 
Funeral, in Company with the ſaid Mr. 
Pearſon, the ſaid Mr. Pearſon told this De- 
ponent, that He had received from Pool, 
in Dorſerſtire, a Letter, which the ſaid late 
Mr. Hayward told Him He would leave for 
Him at his Deceaſe; and the ſaid Mr. 
Pearſon did then and there deliver into the 
Hands of this Deponent a certain Letter, 
ſigned Samuel Hayward; and which ſaid 
Letter this Deponent read, and this Depo- 
nent does verily believe the ſaid Letter to be 


the proper Hand- Writing of the ſaid late 


Mr. 


( 12 ) 
Mr. Hayward; He, this Deponent, having 
often ſeen the ſaid Mr. Hayward write, and 
having often correſponded with him by 
Letter. And this Deponent farther ſaith, 
that the ſaid Letter is the ſame in Subſtance 
with That which is publiſhed in a certain 
late Pamphlet, ſaid to be written by the 
Rev. Dr. Free, fave only the Alteration of 
the Name of the Perſon to whom the ſaid 
Letter is addreſſed; and which the Rev. 
Mr. Jones is charged to have read in the 
Pulpit of St. Savrour's Southwark. 


MIDDLESEX. 
Sworn. Jan. 19, 1759. | Edward Mibber. 
Before Thomas QUARKELL. 


This, Sir, I preſume, acquits me of 
the Forgery. I have the original Letter in 
my Hands, and am ready to produce it to 
Yourſelf, or any Gentleman who deſires 


that Satisfaction. 


The next Article J am to clear Myſelf 
of, is the endeavouring to make the People 
believe 


(483 )- 
believe that I received this Letter from 
the ©Manſfionzabove”. The following Af- 

fidavit will, I doubt not, be ſatisfactory to 
every unprejudic'd Mind. 


NumMBEer III. 


ILLIAM Colliſon, of St. Olave's, 
Southwark, Brewer; Henry Alam, 
of St. Saviour's Southwark, Hofer ; James 
Roberts, of the Pariſh of St. Saviour's South- 


wark, Coal-Merchant; ſeverally make Oath 
and ſay. | 55 


And firſt, this Deponent, William Colli- 
ſen, for Himſelf, faith, that ſometime in 
the Month of Augyft, in the Year 1757, as 
this Deponent believes, he was at the Pa- 
riſh Church of St. Saviour's Southwark, and 
did then and there hear a Sermon from the 
Rev. Mr. Thomas Jones, one of the Chap- 

- lains of the ſaid Pariſh ; during which, He, 
the ſaid Deponent did hear the ſaid Mr. 
Jones read a certain Paper, the Contents of 


which are, as near as this Deponent can re- 
collect, 
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(14) 

collect, the ſame in ſubſtance with that 
which this Deponent has (fince ſeen in a 
certain Pamphlet, ſaid to be written by the 
Rev. Dr. Free. And this Deponent farther 
faith, that he did not hear the ſaid Mr. 
Jones uſe any Expreſſions in Order to induce 
the Auditory to believe that He, the ſaid 
Mr. Jones, thought the Contents of the ſaid 
Paper came from the other World, or to 
perſuade any Perſon then preſent that it did: 
But this Deponent ſaith, that the Manner 
in which the ſaid Mr. Jones introduced the 
reading of the ſaid Paper, was as follows: 

After ſpeaking of the Comforts true Reli- 
gion will afford Perſons in a dying Condi- 
tion, and the Happineſs of a firm Perſua- 


ſion of future Bliſs ; He, the ſaid Mr. Joes, 


then holding a Paper in his Hand, ſaid, He 
could produce an Inſtance of it in a Perſon 


lately deceaſed, who was a faithful Mini- 


ſter of Cbriſt; and who left behind Him a 


Letter to be delivered to a Friend after his 


Deceaſe; a Copy whereof, He, Mr. Jones, 

ſaid, He had in his Hand; with theſe or 

the like Expreſſions, He, the ſaid Mr. Jones, 

introduced the Reading of the ſaid Letter; 

and this Deponent farther ſaith, that the 
| _ 


_—_ 

| aid Mr, Jones, either before or after Read- 
ing the ſaid Letter as aforeſaid, did not, to 
this Deponent's Knowledge or Belief, make 


Uſe of any Expreſſions to any other Purpoſe 
than as aforefaid. And the ſaid Henry 


Adam and James Roberts do, for themſelves, 
fay, that They were preſent with the ſaid 


William Colliſon, at the Time and Place 
aforeſaid; and that they do verily believe 


that what the ſaid William Colliſom has above 


ſworn 1s ſtrictly true. 


| SURRY. William Colliſon, 
Sworn this 18th Day of Henry Adam, 
 Fanuary, 1759. Before Me James Roberta, 
W. HAMMOND. 8 


You ſee, Sir, what I have offered in my 
Defence, depends not upon My ſingle Au- 
thority, but is ſupported by Perſons of un- 
doubted Credit. Here then I reſt the Mat- 
ter. I think I have ſufficiently purged 
Myſelf of the Crimes I am accuſed of, 
and am well aſſured Vou cannot, You are 


conſcious to Yourſelf You cannot, diſprove 
a ſingle Article of what I have aſſerted. 


Plain Matter of Fact cannot be gainſaid nor 
_ refuted ; and plain Matter of Fact is now 


brought in my Defence; and I leave the 
2 Pub- 


— 
— 


DDr 
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Publick, (nay, may 1 not leave Vour on 
Conſcience ?): to decide the Caſe between 
us. It were eaſy to make Reflections, but I 
best 1 hall not take thoſe Advantages 
" Your Treatment gives Me, nor ſay any 
| Thing of the Language You have uſed, 
only that, Sipcerely pity the Man that deals 
in it.— I. wiſh Dr. Free. would think coolly 
ang calmly, how much better it would be 
to lend ay helping Hand towards the, pro- 
i moting a Senſe of Religion, which: it hath 
| pleaſed GOD of late to revive amongſt us, 
than to oppoſe and perfecute Men who have 
never injured Him, and whofe ſole Aim is: 
the Glory of 60D, and the Good of 
"Mankind. But, I have. donc. I forgive 
Vou from my very: Soul. I believe, Tour 
Prejudice, not your Hearty, has made You 
|| treat Me thus. I pray G0 bleſs You in 
. 45 ne, oak in ea ; and am, 


by TY , 
+» BEYEREND. ITY AC , 0 | 
£ $ Y our eden, Save Qui . 
St. Xo iour . "FR | 5 e 5 


Zan, 16, * 759. 


— — — I — 
_ — 2 1 n — — — xp ů — — 
* — — — way eyatacs * =_ —— — — 
— wa * — 1 ͤ„1»„2n„-— — — ä — ͤ—— — . dj VK SA Es 
2 ͤ a — —- 
s K oy — 
— 3 * 
9 
\ 
| 
N 
[ 
* 
— 
— 
— 


